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Proposed Election Manifesto for Political Parties

to Ensure Protection and Rights of Street
Children- LEEDO

Ahead of the upcoming national election, all political

¥ parties in Bangladesh must commit that the future
government will take the following measures to ensure
the protection, development, and rights of street children
and underprivileged children:

- Establish a separate ministry or directorate dedicated to
the welfare of street children and underprivileged
children. Under this body, a representative advisory group
of street children will be formed to maintain regular
communication between disadvantaged children and
government authorities.

* Ensure legal identity for every child by providing a valid
identification document. Special arrangements will be
made to issue national birth certificates for children
without families and those lacking birth registration.

 Launch a centralized digital app or portal for street
children, where updated information including
photographs, names, locations, and time of identification
will be maintained to facilitate the swift recovery of
missing children.
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Information about street children connected to families
will also be included to enable easier delivery of
government and non-government support. The portal will
include a cyber safety cell to protect children from online
¥ harassment, abuse, and defamation.

- Set up special help desks for children at major railway ¥
stations, bus terminals, and other high-traffic public
areas to ensure the safety, protection, and shelter of
street and underprivileged children. Nationwide
awareness will be raised about the existing Child Helpline
number 1098.

 Ensure completely free education from Grade 1 to SSC
for all children, with special emphasis on street children.
Equal dignity, respect, and humane treatment for street
and disadvantaged children within educational
institutions will be ensured through awareness and
monitoring mechanisms.

- Establish emergency shelter facilities at the upazila
level for homeless, food-insecure, and shelterless
children. Residential facilities will also be provided for
orphaned and vulnerable children within government
schools.
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* Provide vocational and life-skills training for children
aged 15 and above to prevent their involvement in
hazardous and unsafe labor that threatens their health,
safety, and future.

* Create dedicated service desks for street children in
¥ every public and emergency hospital to ensure free
medical treatment and access to essential medicines. ¥

* Increase the number of child shelter homes and ensure
that they are managed by humane, trained, and
responsible personnel.

- Implement national awareness and prevention
programs to combat child drug addiction, protecting
children from exploitation by drug traffickers. Free
rehabilitation centres will be established for street
children affected by substance abuse.

« Ensure opportunities for street children to participate in
national and international sports, arts, and cultural
events and competitions to support their holistic
development and talent recognition.
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* Political parties will commit to refraining from using
children in any political activities, including rallies,
processions, demonstrations, or campaign events.

p/ 5 e, .n.._:s



